February 2010
Dear Prospective Sponsor,


The Physician Assistant Student Organization (PASO) of Springfield College located in Springfield, Massachusetts would like to begin by thanking you for taking the time to learn more about our fight to help find a treatment/cure for Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma.


We were introduced to Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma very early in our academic year when we learned that one of our classmates had been diagnosed with this rare form of cancer.  As future health care providers, we have collectively decided to extend our fight beyond the classroom by joining forces with the Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma Research Foundation (ACCRF) to raise money for research into a treatment/cure for this disease.


Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma is a very rare cancer typically originating in the salivary glands; our classmate’s cancer had an extremely rare initial presentation in her lacrimal gland (tear gland). Its course is slow but persistent with most patients surviving only 5 years, with a very poor prognosis after 10 years due to recurrent tumors and metastasis to the lungs, liver, and bone. As recent as 2006, researchers from the journal Oral Oncology report that the 5 year survival for patients with metastasis is 16%. Although most patients are diagnosed in the fourth through sixth decades of life, cases have also been reported in the pediatric population. Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma occurs slightly more frequent in women than men. The treatment for Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma is surgical resection whenever possible; there is currently no effective chemotherapy for metastatic or unresectable tumors caused by this disease.


On Sunday, April 25, 2010 we will hold a fundraiser in the form of a 5K run/walk at Forest Park in Springfield, Massachusetts. In the last years, with over 150 runners/walkers and the help of our sponsors we have raised more than $8,000 dollars a year for the Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma Research Foundation. We are hoping to reach our goal of $10,000 dollars this year. Your tax deductible contributions will be recognized by spectators and participants before, during, and after the event. Also included is a race registration form that may be copied and freely distributed to your employees, vendors, and customers if they would like to participate in this event. 


If you have any questions, please contact Robert Ventulett, Race Coordinator, by email at RVentulett@spfldcol.edu or by phone at (413) 214-5828 

Please visit our website www.race-for-research.com for more information.


We thank you for your generosity and concern for your community.

Sincerely,

Robert Ventulett
Race Coordinator
